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Means for scanning images 
above threshold levels and 
at preset intensities 
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Means for locating regions 
of pixels recognizable 
in target images above 
threshold levels, and at 
preset intensities,. 
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Means for recording number 
of preset sizes of regions of 
pixels recognizable above 
threshold levels and at 

preset intensities 1 
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FIG. 2 
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2 

Means for comparing said characteristic of said 
unknown metallic flakes of said preset size to 

said benchmark characteristic of said known 
metallic flakes of same preset size extracted 
from a benchmark coating on a first panel 
containing said known metal flakes to determine 
a feature distance for each said preset intensity 
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Means for adding said feature distances for al 1 
said preset intensities to arrive at a sum of 
said feature distances for said preset size 
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Means for multiplying said sum with a weight 
factor to calculate a weighted feature distance 
for said preset size 
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Means for repeating said steps 40. 42 and 44 for 
all other said preset sizes to determine weighted 
feature distances for other said preset sizes 
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Continued from Fig. 3 A 
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Means for adding said weighted feature distances 
for said preset sizes to arrive at a final feature 
distance for said coating on said first panel 
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Means for repeating said steps 40. 42. 44. 46 and 
48 to determine said final feature distances from 
benchmark coatings on other panels 
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Means for selecting shortest final feature distances 
from said final feature distances 
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: 2 

Means for identifying said known flake or a blend 
of said known flakes from said benchmark coatings 
on said panels having said shortest final feature 

distances 
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FIGo 3B 
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Higher Threshold 



Lower Threshold 




